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in preserving knowledge. Enough is here given us to show how closely
Wiclif followed Fitz Ealph, how, in the words of the editor, ' he has added
no essential element to the doctrine which he read in the work of his
predecessor.' But he carried them further, too far for safety, when he
based his politics upon them, and they passed beyond the lecture-room.
"Wiclif s true importance—so far as originality is concerned—is political
and literary; otherwise he is typical, but by no means original or creative.

The editor has given us an edition careful and complete in all
respects (such as we have learnt to expect from him); it is a real contri-
bution not only to our knowledge of Wiolif, but to the interesting study of
medieval thought. J. P. WHITNEY.

Acts of the Privy Council. New Series. Vol. I. 1542-1647.* Vol. II.
1547-1650. Edited by J. R. DASENT. (London : Eyre and Spottis-
woode. 1890.)

THIS work takes up the records of the privy council at the point of
time where they were left by the last of the seven volumes of ' Proceedings
and Ordinances of the Privy Council of England,' which were published
by Sir Harris Nicolas, under the authority of the Record Commissioners,
fifty years ago. That volume, which appeared in 1887, contained minutes
of the council meetings during three of the later years of the reign of
Henry VEH, from the middle of 1540 ; minutes which were much fuller
and more careful than the broken and scanty records that were brought
together in the six previous volumes of the series. Indeed, no records or
acts whatever of the council had been kept for a hundred years before
1540, and there is a gap of that extent between the sixth volume of Nicolas
and the seventh. But in the year which saw the fall of Thomas Crom-
well it was resolved to adopt a regular method of registering the pro-
ceedings in a book, in which the clerk of the council, who was to be ap-
pointed, should enter the names of those who were present, and the chief
matters, after every meeting. This resolution is itself the first entry
that was made, 10 Aug. 1540, in the book that then began to be kept,
a fortnight after the death of the powerful minister who had accumulated
on himself so many of the offices of state.1 It seems as if the council of
Henry, active enough before, expected thenceforward an increase of
business, which would require official regularity. Certainly from that
time their avocations were wide and various in carrying out the terrible
laws of Henry; and the former editor of their proceedings concealed not
his indignant astonishment at what he found in the minutes that he gave
to the world. ' The Privy Council,' exclaimed Nicolas, ' exercised a des-
potic control over the freedom and property of every man in the realm.
Its vigilance was unremitting, its resentment was fatal. . . . The number
of persons accused before it of sedition and treason was astonishing.' The

1 In my History of the Church of England I have pointed oat this coincidence.
• Cromwell had not been dead a fortnight before a clerk was appointed to record the
acts of the diligent body which in a manner took his place: although no clerk, no
register, had recorded the acts of the Privy Council for a hundred years. A great
destiny seems to have been expected; and the affairs which devolved on the Privy
Council demanded official regularity. The Acts of the Privy Council take the place of
the carious memoranda through which Cromwell assisted his memory or recorded his
achievements.' Vol. ii. p. 268.
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records of that strange tribunal, as it regards the reign of Henry VIET,
are continued chronologically in the former of the two volumes now before
us.

The historical student may sigh over the length of time that has
elapsed between the publications of Sir H. Nicolas and the present under-
taking of Mr. Dasent; and may be permitted to wonder why the latter
should be called a new series, since Mr. Dasent begins where the former
editor left off, and the first portion of his work is taken out of the same
manuscript volume out of which the work of the former came. The delay,
which is the chief thing to be regretted, appears to have been caused by
an unfortunate imperfection in the originals, those large quarto manuscript
volumes, bound in red, that are kept at the privy council office in Down-
ing Street. There was a part of the first of these still left unprinted
after Nicolas had filled his sheaf; but this remainder was not enough of
itself to make a publication of good size. The next original to it, contain-
ing the register from 22 July, 1548, to 10 May, 1545, is lost; and the one
after that, going on to the end of the reign of Henry, found its way a long
time ago into the British Museum, where it has remained unknown to
historians.8

In the former of the present volumes Mr. Dasent has printed the
residue of the original, of which Nicolas edited the larger portion : he has
indicated in place the hiatus of two years caused by the loss of the suc-
ceeding original, and has supplied the rest of the reign of Henry from
the original in the British Museum. He has a luminous and interesting
preface giving an account of the history of the undertaking, the state of the
originals, and the main contents; and he has rendered the book easy of
consultation by marginal summaries; and there are three complete indices,
of places of meeting, of attendances of members, and general. The work
could not have been more carefully done, and the labour must have been
immense. He has even reproduced some rough delineations of merchants'
marks, with which the scribes of the British Museum volume have deco-
rated their margin.

As to the contents of the volume which thus completes the reign of
Henry VIII, they are very various and often curious, but sometimes
disappointing through the brevity of the entries. Domestic and public
life alike lay open to Henry's council; and while they were continually
issuing their summonitions, and sending their mandatory letters to every
part of the kingdom, it is significant that there is scarcely any reference
to parliament or the law in their proceedings. Their usual course was
to cite men before themselves, and bind them under recognisances to
obey their decision or to appear again, if need were. Mr. Dasent remarks
that these recognisances became less frequent in the later years of Henry.'
In many cases of private nature, such as disputes about boundaries, it
seems likely that the parties themselves appealed to the council; in others,
Such as suspected sedition, heresy, or verbal treason, information must
have been procured from spies or otherwise. As to the public buii-

* I said, ten years ago,' The Council Book was kept regularly for three years, and
has been edited by Sir H. Nicolas. It was then intermitted to the endof Henry's
reign, or at least it is not preserved in the Council Offloe.' Hist, of the Ch. of Engl.
ri. 259. It was, however, not intermitted, but* as is stated above, one volume.is
lost, and the other was purchased for the British Museum in 1810, as Mr. D&suut
informs us-
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ness on which this vigilant body was engaged, it was chiefly military, com-
mercial, and financial. The English pale in France, the Scottish marches,
the necessity of hiring large bodies of mercenaries to defend such outposts
of the realm as Calais or Guisnes, and Berwick or Newcastle; arms, am-
munition, and stores, give rise to daily minutes. The navy, piracy, the
police of the narrow seas, the regulation of imports and exports, constantly
recur. As Mr. Dasent says, the council acted as a prize court, and also
as a court of appeal in the questions that arose between the English and
foreign merchants. To judge by their complaints, the latter must have
found the English trade as hazardous as the foreign mercenaries declared
that they found the English service. With regard to celebrated men,
some interesting observations might easily be made out of the index of
attendances. Thus, Cranmer was not half so assiduous as Gardiner at
this period.

The second volume of Mr. Dasent's series contains part of the reign
of Edward VI, to April 1550, taken from two of the books in the privy
council office. These registers themselves are followed by an appendix
of letters and orders of council, all of the first year of the reign, which
come from the end of the book, already mentioned, belonging to the reign
of Henry VTTT, which found its way into the British Museum. The blank
leaves at the end of that book were used apparently for a ' letter-book ' by
the clerks of the council of Edward. And in Mr. Dasent's volume these
letters andorders are followed, consecutively as to date, by some more, taken
from a Harleian manuscript, which Harleian manuscript is one of Starkey's
transcripts, of the seventeenth century, made, as Mr. Dasent conjectures,
from another perished ' letter-book ; ' though Starkey, when he made his
extracts, seems to have thought that they were from the acts themselves of
the council. Mr. Dasent does not say whether he has collated another Har-
leian manuscript. No. 2808, which is entitled in the catalogue ' An abstract
of sundry principal matters entered into the council book of Edward VI,
from the beginning of his reign to February G, 1650 ; ' and perhaps it lay
beyond his editorial duty to intimate that large portions of the council
book of Edward have already been printed by historians, especially by
Bnrnet. In the collections to his history of the Eeformation, Burnet has"
printed the arrangements for the coronation of Edward VI, the commission
the issuing of which was the pretext for the disgrace of the lord chancellor
Wriothesley, the royal commission making Somerset protector, Bonner's
protestation on receiving the king's injunctions and the homilies, tho
articles against Lord Seymour of Sudeley, Seymour's answers, and the
order for his execution, and several of the numerous letters that passed at
Somerset's first fall. On this last matter, the paper war in which
Sdmerset fell, it may be farther remarked that one letter printed by
Burnet, No. 45 in his collection, is not in Mr. Dasent's book, though
Burnet professedly took it ex libro concilii. It seems rather hard on
Burnet and other previous writers and collectors to have their labours
ignored in the Eecord publications. Thus, in the present case of these
letters about Somerset, Mr. Dasent has inserted from the ' Domestic State
Papers ' A handbill of the time, which is not in the acts that he is editing.
Well, Tytler printed that handbill sixty years ago, with the particular
remark tha t ' this handbill supplies a hiatus in the MS. privy conncil
books of Edward VI ' {Tytler, L 211); but Mr. Dasent says nothing of

49 VoL «
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this; he only refers to the ' Domestic State Papers.' Ellis printed a
letter of the council to Cranmer and Paget more than sixty years ago,
which Mr. Dasent has (p. 885); but Mr. Dasent refers not to Ellis. The
ignoring of predecessors is a great and growing evil in the literary world.
To go on, I may add that the long resolution of the council about the
guild lands of Lynn and Coventry (p. 198) was printed for the first time
by me (' Hist, of the Ch. of Engl.' ii. 4G2). It is somewhat injurious to the
burgesses of those towns, who in parliament so stoutly withstood a
monstrously destructive measure, to tax them with ' systematic obstruc-
tion and the devices of modern parliamentary tactics,' a3 Mr. Dasent
does. In another place he speaks of ' conscience money,' using a modern
phrase to describe a matter in which Latimer was concerned, and of which
(it may be added) there is much in Lathner's sermons (comp. my work,
iii. 179). These are slight examples, it may be, of a very objectionable
method of illustrating historical points by things that were future to
them ; a method which was invented by Dr. Arnold of Bugby, and of which
his illustration of the battle of Cannse by the battle of Fontcnoy was a
palmary and excruciating instance.

Mr. Dasent's preface to this volume is considerably longer than his
preface to the other, and is certainly valuable ; but perhaps it might
have been shortened advantageously by omitting some of tho remarks
that seem intended to adjust the council book to the history of the reign.
It would have been better to have kept to the literary business of editing.
If, however, an historical introduction was to be interwoven in the pre-
face, this is fairly done ; though there is a lack of reference to other con-
temporary sources, which one might expect to be adduced, when some
particular remark or point is made. To take one instance, remark is made
on the appointment of the afterwards notorious William Thomas to be
clerk of the council; might it not have been worth while to add that the
appointment was important enough to be recorded by the young king
himself in his journal? There is also a weak way of expressing well-
known things, as if they had now been newly discovered, or now might
be conjectured to have been what they were: a surprised way of speaking,
which gives the look of not being intimate with the period, such words as
' seem' or ' appear' being used regarding perfectly certain facts. Occa-
sionally too the reflexions made strike oddly. Thus, we read that ' although
from the date of the disgrace of the chancellor, the protector appears to
have established his supremacy over his colleagues, the first volume of
the register gives no indication of their dissatisfaction.' It would have
been more to the point to have said that though they soon grew dissatisfied
with him after raising him to their head that he might conduct the revolu-
tion for them, there is nothing in the first volume to indicate it. ' The
dramatio incident of the attainder and execution of Somerset's brother
seems at the moment only to have further consolidated his power.' This
may be true, but it is not the obvious reflexion on the event. Seymour of
Sudeley was obnoxious to them all; they all joined against him without
scruple. Again, the endeavours of the council to stop the princess Mary's
mass ' seem to have been ineffectual.' The struggle between the princess
and the council was one of the chief features of the reign. ' The allusions
to parliament are disappointingly few.' It would have -been disappoint-
ing, or at any rate disconcerting, if the most tyrannical cabal that ever
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governed England had made many allusions to parliament, bad as parlia-
ment was. The Irish chancellor, Allen, ' appears to have been restored
to favour, if not to his office, and to have been sent to Ireland upon the
king's business.' No doubt he was; he wrote letters from Ireland, as to
which see Mr. Hamilton's calendar. Beliingham ' appears again to have
been superseded ' by St. Leger in Ireland about the beginning of 1550. So
Leland. In March 1650, Lord Shrewsbury ' is distinctly described as
president of the north.' So he was ; and so he is named in Strype's list
of the council of the north (Eccl. Mem. ch. 25). ' The continued absence of
Gardiner, the bishop of Winchester, must be attributed to hiB aversion to
the religious changes on which the protector was so obstinately bent.' It
would have been enough to have pointed out his continued absence
without attributing it to anything. The cause assigned is true, but
notoriously true. If some particular note was to be made, it might
have been that Gardiner was affronted from the first by being excluded,
vory suspiciously, from the number of the executors of Henry Vlil's will.
It is more curious to find the remark that Sir Thomas Smith ' appears to
have been one of the clerks of the council for a short time,' for this is
unknown, if it be true. But it might have been mentioned that Smith is
said in his biographies to have been ' clerk of the queen's council,' that is of
his patroness Catherine Parr ; and perhaps this is the explanation of the
entry here. There is in fact a certain want of mastery in the historical
observations in these prolegomena ; they might have been spared in favour
of something bibliographical, some account of the transcripts which exist of
parts of the council book, of the extracts that have been formerly printed
from it. However, the editing is excellent. We may wish Mr. Dasent good
speed with the acts of the next part of the reign ; with which, by the
way, the learned Wharton showed himself well acquainted in the pars
secunda of his ' Specimen of Errors.' E. W. DIXON.

The Dawn of the English Reformation: its Friends and Foes. By
HENBY WOBSLEY, M.A. (London : Elliot Stock. 1890.)

MB. WOBSLEY'S book is a forcible illustration of the law of diminishing
returns to which historical work is in some measure subject. To adopt the
words of Mill, after a certain amount of research has been applied to an
historical field, every increase of historical produce is obtained by a more
than proportionate increase of research, unless the art of historical writing
is meanwhile improved. Mr. Worsley has failed to apply more capital
and labour, in the shape of manuscript research and learned investigation,
to the field he has chosen for cultivation. His book begins with the
classical revival at Oxford and ends with the death of Wolsey. Had he
adhered to the biographical method which he-proposes in his preface, he
would have been more successful. His life of Tyndale aims at a high
standard of accuracy. The last half of the book, however, which we may
suppose is intended for a biography of Wolsey, aspires to treat of general
history. Leaving the lives of obscure men, he falls back on tales of
diplomacy retold from Brewer. He seems from the first to have felt un-
certain for what class of readers he was writing. From the frequent
references to the calendars of state papers it would appear that he wishes
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